-~ MARCH 2021

Club: Bondi SLSC

Lifesavers and Lifeguards involved: Richard Nicholas, Courtney Date

j In March 2021, the State Emergency Service commenced
£ an evacuation of approximately 200 persons from 120
: properties in the impacted area surrounding the Colo,
Nepean & Hawksbury Rivers. In order to evacuate the
community, a fleet of rescue boats were dispatched,
including Marine Rescue, SES and Surf Life Saving vessels.

The we,axwas poor with deteriorating visibility and
heavy rainfall, the rivers were in full flood with the swift
““water running at 12 to 15 knots in places. The water
iy contained much hazardous debris including trees,

.« downed power poles, and other large hazardous items
including cars.

+  Atapproximately 1pm, a Marine Rescue vessel and its
. crew of 3, were transporting 4 evacuees (including 2 small
 children) when it became caught on a cable which pulled
4(% . the vessel over onto its side in the swift water, at which
“%.._point.it rapidly filled with water and capsized shortly after.
" Crew members were ejected into the water but managed
_tohold onto the hull. The remaining crew member, and
B, the 4”evacuees were then trapped upside-down in the
! ggcﬁgned boat.

1 A nearby SES Boat and a Bondi SLSC Inflatable Rescue
oat, creyy’ed by Richard Nicholas'and Courtney Date,

preventthe Marine Rescue Vessel being washed

eku,ay, W|th 1 crew member and Courtney Date from Bondi :

Joel Wiseman
Director of Lifesaving
Surf Life Saving NSW
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