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Memorandum 

 
To:  
Within North Coast, Hunter & South Coast Branches: 
Branch UAV Coordinators, Branch Presidents, Branch Directors of Lifesaving, Branch Directors of Education, Club 
UAV Officers, Club Presidents, Club Directors of Lifesaving, Club Directors of Education, All Patrolling Members. 

From: Paul Hardy – AUAVS Manager and Chief Remote Pilot 

Date: 19/12/2023 

Pages: 3 

Subject: Seeking applications for Remote Pilot License Courses within North Coast, Hunter & South Coast Branches. 

 

Remote Pilot License Courses Opportunity for North Coast, Hunter & South Coast Branch Members 
We are very excited to share news of an opportunity for active volunteer members within the following Branches: 

• North Coast Branch 

• Hunter Branch 

• South Coast Branch 

Volunteer members within this area who are interested in flying Uncrewed Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) as part of their local club and 
Branch, are encouraged to submit applications to their Branch for consideration to be part of a Remote Pilot License Course 
(RePL). This course provides members with the award to become a UAV Pilot (RePL).  
 
This opportunity is being made available to these Branches due to the complex nature of the local airspace within these 
Branches where our volunteer members operate. The training will be offered to other Branches in future rollouts as per our 
regular course rotation.  
 
Remote Pilot License Course Details 
A RePL is a nationally recognised qualification that allows those who pass the theory and practical examinations, to fly UAVs that 
weigh up to 25kg (depending on the exam conditions and only after being inducted into a Remote Operators Certificate (ReOC)). 
As part of the exam, you will also complete an Aeronautical Radio Operator Certificate (AROC) unless you already hold the 
qualification.  
 
The RePL course is delivered by an external party, who will be able to deliver the course in a flexible format for those who may 
not be able to commit in a full-time capacity. The theory learning component will be delivered through a 4hr online video live 
classroom for four evenings (4x 4hrs), with the practical learning and examinations held over three days the week after, face to 
face. Attendance to all sessions is mandatory as part of the qualification (unless member qualifies under Recognition of Prior 
Learning).  
 
The theory exam consists of 80+ questions with a mandatory pass rate of 85%. The practical exam consists of exercises and a 
minimum of 5 hours flight time.  
 
The course will be held on the following days: 
 
Online Theory Sessions 

• Monday 25th March 2024 (5:30-9:30pm) 

• Tuesday 26th March 2024 (5:30-9:30pm) 

• Wednesday 27th March 2024 (5:30-9:30pm) 

• Thursday 28th March 2024 (5:30-9:30pm). 

 

 



   

 

 
 

 

 

Practical Learning/Examination Sessions (face to face) 

• Wednesday 3rd April 2024 

• Thursday 4th April 2024 

• Friday 5th April 2024 

Practical Session Locations 
The practical locations will be held in the following areas: 

• Mylestom/Sawtell (North Coast Branch) 

• Tea Gardens-Hawks Nest (Hunter Branch) 

• Nowra-Culburra (South Coast) 

Recognition of Prior Learning 
Members who wish to participate in the courses may also be able to have recognition of prior learning if they hold one of the 
below qualifications: 

• Recreational Pilot License (RPL) 

• Commercial Pilot License (CPL) 

• Private Pilot License (PPL) 

• Air Transport Pilot License (ATPL) 

• Commercial Helicopter Pilot License (CHPL) 

• RePL (7kg License) 

Members who hold any of the above licenses/qualifications may be able to be exempt from needing to complete part or whole 
of Theory Examination.  
 

Essentials, Desirables & Expectations 
Essentials 
Members wishing to apply for the course should consist of the following characteristics: 

• Be an active member in the aforementioned branches. 

• Have a keen interest in either of aviation, technology and/or shark mitigation. 

• Has a sound knowledge of Surf Life Saving Standards and Procedures. 

Desirables 
Members wishing to apply may display the following characteristics 

• Have prior experience of Aviation/UAV Operations (within SLS and/or other organisations) 

• Have prior experience of SLS Operations (inclusive of patrol operations and beyond) 

• Can deal with stress and time pressure decisions.  

• Is able to troubleshoot technical issues.  

• Appreciates and understands the importance of operational paperwork.  

Expectations 
Members wishing to become a UAV Pilot are expected to during/after the course: 

• If not successful on the first attempt, organise with the training company to resit exam(s). 

• If successful, will 

o Work to upskill and build their confidence with their Branch UAV Coordinator and/or an experienced UAV Pilot 

within the Branch.  

o Continue and pursue opportunities to fly within SLS for one season.  

Submitting Applications 
To submit your application, please email the below email addresses in relation to your relevant Branch: 
 
North Coast Branch 
To:  les@woolgoolgaslsc.com (North Coast Branch) 
Cc: mick@woolgoolgaslsc.com (Branch UAV Coordinator – Mick Slater) 
 
 

mailto:les@woolgoolgaslsc.com
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Hunter Branch 
To: info@hsls.org.au (Hunter Branch) 
Cc: uav@hsls.org.au (Branch UAV Coordinator – Emma Gale) 
 
South Coast Branch 
To:  info@southcoastbranch.com.au (South Coast Branch) 
Cc: sceducation@southcoastbranch.com.au (Director of Education – Josh Douglas) 
 

In your application, please provide the following: 

• Your full name 

• Your Surf Life Saving Club 

• Phone Number 

• Email Address 

• Confirmation of availability for dates provided (Monday 25th March-Friday 5th April 2024).  

• Any Prior Learning you may hold 

• Other information that may assist your application, which may include providing information relating to the essentials, 

desirables, and expectations.  

Members should submit their applications to their Branch no later than Sunday, 11th February 2024.  
 
Should members have any questions regarding their application, they should contact their Branch UAV Coordinator or their 
Director of Education (contact details above).  
 
For Branches (DOLs, DOEs & Branch UAV Coordinators) 
 
There will be limited spaces available to each Branch for the courses, this is shown below: 
 

• North Coast Branch – 4 spaces 

• Hunter Branch – 4 spaces 

• South Coast Branch – 3 spaces 

 
Branches should submit nominees via email to Surf Life Saving NSW’s Australian UAV Service, no later than Sunday, 25th 
February 2024. 
 
Should Branches have any questions regarding the application process, the courses and/or their nominees, they can contact the 
Surf Life Saving NSW’s Australian UAV Service by phone or email.  
 
Important Dates 

What When 

RePL Course EOI Applications for 2024 Open Tuesday 19th December 2023 

Applications due to Branches Sunday, 11th February 2024 
Nominations due to State Sunday, 25th February 2024 

Successful Candidates contacted Friday, 1st March 2024 

 
If you have any questions about the above communication, please feel free to email uav@surflifesaving.com.au and we will be 
able to help clarify any issues.  
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